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PERASE
======
The PERASE Utility is a Software Bulk-Erase Utility.  It allows the user to easily remove all traces of data on a diskette, and return it back to a blank state.  Only 5" Floppy Disks may be operated on, including Single/Double Density, Single/Double Sided disk systems.  The syntax of the PERASE command is:
          =====================================================
          !  PERASE,:a                                        !
          !                                                   !
          !         :a  = drive to be erased (0-7)            !
          !                                                   !
          !  abbr: NONE                                       !
          =====================================================
     When the desired parameters have been selected, the specified drive will be read to determine the diskette type (cylinders, density, sides).  The diskette must be currently formatted.  If LDOS cannot establish the type of diskette, the program will abort with a "device not available" message.  If there is not enough memory for the erase utility to operate, the program will abort with a corresponding message.  If memory is sufficient, then the erase operation will proceed.  You will be asked if you are ABSOLUTELY SURE if you want to proceed with this operation.  ALL DATA WILL BE LOST, so be sure that the correct diskette is mounted before you answer Yes.
     Each track will be formatted with all bits off (zeroes).  This will effectively remove all traces of sectors and data on the diskette.  If the user wishes to abort the program, press the BREAK key, and the routine will abort at the completion of the current track.  When the entire disk has been erased, it may be considered a completely blank disk.  The program will essentially perform the same task as using bulk-erase magnets to delete all information from the disk.
